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door to further significant steps to reduce nu-
clear arms and the nuclear danger, a course
that is strongly supported by the international
community and has strong bipartisan support
in the United States.

I congratulate President-elect Putin and
his government, members of the State
Duma, and Russian citizens who supported
this giant step toward a safer future. I look
forward to prompt action on the treaty by
the Federation Council. Now, we and Russia
can and must seize this opportunity to inten-
sify our discussions on both START III and
the ABM Treaty, so we can take further con-
crete steps this year to strengthen the secu-
rity of the United States, Russia, and indeed
the whole world.

Proclamation 7292—National Organ
and Tissue Donor Awareness Week,
2000

April 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Organ and tissue transplantation offers us
the extraordinary opportunity to share with
others one of our most precious gifts—the
gift of life. By donating tissues and organs,
living donors and the families who have lost
loved ones are rewarded with the knowledge
that they have saved and enhanced many
lives. Thanks to donors” generosity and com-
passion, transplant recipients across our
country are able to work, care for their fami-
lies, and look forward to a brighter future.
Thanks to donors’ selflessness, many children
who were not expected to see their first
birthday are playing, learning to walk, and
entering school.

The future of the thousands of Americans
awaiting transplants, however, depends on
the willingness of their fellow citizens to be-
come organ and tissue donors. More than
68,000 patients are on the national organ
transplant waiting list; each day, 13 of them
will die because the organs they need have
not be donated; and every 16 minutes, a new
name will be added to that waiting list.

To address this critical and growing need,
Vice President Gore and Secretary of Health
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and Human Services Shalala launched the
National Organ and Tissue Donation Initia-
tive in December of 1997. This public-pri-
vate partnership was designed to raise aware-
ness of the success of organ and tissue trans-
plantation and to educate our citizens about
the urgent need for increased donation.
Working with partners such as health care
organizations, estate planning attorneys, faith
communities, educational organizations, the
media, minority organizations, and business
leaders, the Initiative is reaching out to
Americans of all ages, backgrounds, and
races, asking them to consider donation. In
its first year alone, the Initiative made a
measurable impact, as organ donation in-
creased by 5.6 percent.

But donations are still falling short nation-
wide. As we observe National Organ and Tis-
sue Donor Awareness Week, I urge all Amer-
icans to consider becoming donors. Becom-
ing a prospective organ and tissue donor is
an easy, two-step process. Potential donors
need only indicate their intention on their
driver’s license or donor card, which is avail-
able from a number of organizations by mail
or on-line, and notify their families and
friends of their wish to donate. I also encour-
age organ and tissue recipients to tell others
how their lives and health have changed be-
cause of the generosity of a donor and his
or her family; and I join the friends and fami-
lies of donors in remembering with pride and
gratitude all those who gave of themselves
so that others might live.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 16 through
April 22, 2000, as National Organ and Tissue
Donor Awareness Week. I urge all health
care professionals, educators, the media,
public and private organizations concerned
with organ donation and transplantation, and
all Americans to join me in promoting greater
awareness and acceptance of this humani-
tarian action.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
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Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2000]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 20.

Proclamation 7293—National Park
Week, 2000

April 14, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

We are fortunate to live in an era when
the explosive growth of technology has put
at our fingertips an extraordinary array of in-
formation. But even during this technological
revolution, one of America’s richest and most
fascinating educational resources is also
among its oldest: our national park system.
Our national parks are living libraries and
laboratories, where all Americans can experi-
ence the beauty and variety of nature and
learn about our Nation’s history and culture.

Preserving the rare and unusual as well as
the spectacular and beautiful, our national
parks provide botanists, wildlife biologists,
chemists, and other scientists the opportunity
to conduct research into the fragile eco-
systems that affect the health of people,
plants, and animals around the world. Geolo-
gists and paleontologists find in our national
parks the story of our continent, from the
Grand Canyon’s geologic formations to the
ancient bones resting at Dinosaur National
Monument.

The national park system also captures
America’s more recent history. In the Na-
tional Historic Sites and along the National
Historic Trails maintained by the men and
women of the National Park Service, we
learn about the lives and achievements of
American heroes like Lewis and Clark, So-
journer Truth, Abraham Lincoln, Frederick
Douglass, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, the
Wright Brothers, and Thomas Edison. From
Fort Necessity in Pennsylvania, where a
young George Washington saw action in the
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French and Indian War, to the quiet acres
of Gettysburg, where one of the Civil War’s
bloodiest battles was fought, to the Edmund
Pettus Bridge in Selma, Alabama, where the
modern civil rights movement reached its
emotional peak 35 years ago, Americans can
see and touch their history.

Today, we have 379 national parks, and
each site offers a unique opportunity to expe-
rience the wonder of nature, to stand in the
footprints of history, to learn about our cul-
ture and our society, to study the natural
world, and to look toward the future. As we
observe National Park Week, I join all Ameri-
cans in thanking the men and women of the
National Park Service for their dedication in
caring for these special places. We are in-
debted to them for preserving and protecting
our natural and cultural heritage, not only
for our enjoyment and education today, but
also for the benefit of generations to come.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 17 through
April 23, 2000, as National Park Week.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this fourteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 19, 2000]

NoTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 20.
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